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Columbus Day came and went and 
some of us paid attention to it and some 
of us did not. It is interesting how our 
view of Columbus has changed over the 
years. I learnt in school that Columbus 
was the man who discovered America 
and that was a great feat even though 

supposedly he was looking for India. In 1989 President George H. W. Bush 
said, “Christopher Columbus not only opened the door to a New World, but also 
set an example for us all by showing what monumental feats can be accom-
plished through persistence and faith. 
 
I thought about that a few years ago when I flew into the island of Hispaniola, 
the island on which Columbus landed which we know as Haiti. “Somebody has 
blowtorched the landscape”, says Thom Hartmann as he describes how there is 
an absence of anything green in the Haitian landscape. When Columbus landed 
there in 1492 it was covered by a lush, open forest. The Taino natives lived 
there. Columbus came back in 1495 and reported “we gathered, 1600 male and 
female persons”. The reporter Coneo took a teenage Carib girl for his personal 
slave—as a gift from Columbus. Because she “resisted with all her strength” he 
“thrashed her mercilessly and raped her”. Columbus regarded the Taino people 
as cannibals and apparently exported them as slaves to other parts of the world. 
Girls from nine to ten years old were in demand! Eventually, Pedro de Cordova 
in 1517 wrote to King Ferdinand “as a result of the sufferings and hard labor 
they endured, the Indians choose and have chosen suicide. Occasionally, a 
hundred have committed mass suicide. The women exhausted by labor have 
shunned conception and childbirth. Many, when pregnant, have taken some-
thing to abort and have aborted. Others after delivery have killed their children 
with their own hands, so as not to leave them in such oppressive slavery.” In the 
end Columbus and his brother Bartholomew resorted to exterminating the Taino 
people. Scholars tell us that before Columbus the population was 1.5-3 million. 
By 1496 it was 1 million (according to Bartholomew’s census) and by 1555 all 
the Taino were dead. 
 
I did not learn about that in school. Did you? Of course that is but one exam-
ple—we can add a long list of countries telling a similar tale. 
 
We can do something to ensure it is not a tale of the future. First we have to 
wake up but the way some churches are doing it is surely not the way. Last 
Sunday a front page story in the New York Times tells of evan-
gelical churches in Colorado using the slogan “Kill the Infidels” 
in order to ‘catch’ teenagers for their youth groups. Such ideas 
do not ‘wake us up’ but lull us to sleep—that violence is okay. 
Columbus I honor for being a brave man, but the way he 
treated the Taino people. . . I deplore. 
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Fall Potluck 
Sunday, October  28 

6:00 (Set up begins at 5:30 pm) 
 

Celebrating SOTH 40th Birthday 
 

Bring your best memories to share! 
 

Sign up on the clipboard on Sunday or  
contact Mary Raybourn at 380-4050 

 

Please bring your own dishes and silverware! 
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Shepherd of the Hills 
30121 Niguel Road 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 
 
Office Phone (949) 495-1310 
Office FAX   (949) 495-1339 
Dr. Anwyl: 
 Cell Phone  (949) 422-8287 
 Fax   (949) 493-4460 
 E-mail  HASOTH@cox.net 

 
Shepherd of the Hills Staff  

Senior Minister           Dr. S. Huw Anwyl 
Executive Assistant Nancy Burch 
Pastor Emeritus        Rev. Wendell Pew 
Native American Minister  
     Rev. Kathy Sandoval 
Minister of Music          Carver Cossey 
Pianist                          Debra Hennings 
Keyboardist                        Jerry Wilhoit 

 
Board  Positions  

Moderator    Liane Lindsey Woodmancy                           
Vice Mod/Personnel             John Burch 
Secretary Maggie Schmitz  
Treasurer                        Holly Hellberg 

 
Committee Chairs  

Christian Education           Wendell Pew 
Church Growth             Victoria Williams 
Fellowship/Concerns     Mary Raybourn 
Outreach                        Susan Johnson  
Property    Jim Lawson                           
Worship            Kathy Sandoval/ 
             Jack Hennings 

CROSSROADS SUBMISSIONS:  Please submit  items by Sunday at noon to the Church Office 
 E-mail:  SOTHLN@sbcglobal.net                               www.shepherdofthehillschurch.com 

A Partnership of the 
UCC and the DOC 
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