A Partnership of the United Church of Christ and the Disciples of Christ

April 11, 2007

April 12
Malalai Joy @ SOTH
7:00 pm
April 13
Movie Night
April 15
Dialogue @ Islamic
Center
April 17
Interfaith Dialogue
April 21
DOC Women'’s Spring
Event in Bakersfield
April 24
Administrative Board
Meeting @ 7:00 pm
April 29
SOTH Readers 6:30 @
Connie Pettijohn’s
May 4-6
Women'’s Spirituality
Retreat
June 1
UCC Annual Meeting
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O taste
and see

that the Lord

is good!

Psalm 34:

Malalai Joya (born April 25, 1979) is currently the youngest member of the
Afghan Parliament. Joya is a controversial figure, reviled by many Afghan fun-
damentalists yet also viewed by others as a freedom fighter and heroine in post-
invasion Afghanistan.

Early and Personal life

The daughter of a former medical student who lost a foot while fighting the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan . Malalai Joya was 4 years old when her family
fled Afghanistan in 1982 to the refugee camps of Iran and then Pakistan. She
finished her education in Pakistan and began teaching literacy courses to other
women at age 19. After the Soviets left, Malalai Joya returned to Afghanistan in
1998 during theTaliban’s reign. During that time she established an orphanage
and health clinic, and was soon a vocal opponent of the Taliban. Malalai Joya
is also director of the non-governmental group, "Organisation for Promoting
Afghan Women's Capabilities" (OPAWC) in Western Afghanistan provinces
of Herat and Farah. She is married.

Emergence as a Heroine

Malalai Joya rose to fame in December 2003 when, as an elected delegate
to the Constitutional Loya Jirga, she spoke out publicly against the domination
of warlords and Sibghatullah Mujadidi, chief of the Loya Jirga called her "infidel"
and "communist". Since then she has survived four assassination attempts, and
travels in Afghanistan under a burga and with armed guards.

World Pulse Magazine (Issue 1, 2005) wrote: “When her time came to
make her 3-minute statement, she tugged her black headscarf over her hair,
stepped up to the microphone, and with emotional electricity made the speech
that would alter her life.”

After she spoke, there was a moment of stunned silence. Then there was
an uproar. Male mujahideen, some who literally had guns at their feet, rushed
towards her, shouting. She was brought under the protection of UN security
forces.

In a nation where few dare to say the word "warlord" aloud, Joya had spo-
ken fiercely against a proposal to appoint high clergy members and fundamen-
talist leaders to guide planning groups. She objected that several of those reli-
gious leaders were war criminals who should be tried for their actions—not na-
tional heroes to influence the new government.

Despite the commands of Assembly Chairman, Joya refused to apologize.
Today, as a result of her legendary actions, Malalai Joya has become a popular
hero in Afghanistan. She speaks at rallies where thousands of people carry her
photo high. She incites debates on radio talk shows, works with President
Hamid Karzai, and has stirred unprecedented numbers of women in her prov-
ince to participate in public gatherings such as International Women's Day.
Joya becomes MP

Joya's reputation is increasingly crossing the borders of her home province
where she was already respected as a courageous leader who spoke out under

(Continued on page 3)
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Great news! Thanks to your continued support, gifts from visitors last Sunday,
and a generous gift from the Chinese church which shares our campus, we re-
ceived an additional $315 dollars to support the effort to reduce the tragedy of
childhood death from malaria in sub-Saharan Africa. This brings the total of our
first donation to $836.00! We are saving the lives of families one village at a time,
and our donation combined with many others is having a profound effect. AND
the really great news is that the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is matching
every gift dollar for dollar, so we are really saving 166 families!
How grateful we all must be for the courage and determination of those who
founded Nothing But Nets and other grassroots programs to bring this crucial
help where it is most needed. They are working on our behalf as God's hands
and heart. And our young ones are seeing first-hand the power of community as
we continue to help where and when we can.

My continued thanks to you all, Susan Johnson

NCC wilderness resource offers renewal of faith

Washington, February 13, 2007 — Jesus knew the value of retreating to God’s
pristine wilderness to commune with the Creator. Now the National Council of
Churches has issued a study guide encouraging others to follow Jesus’ exam-
ple.

Out of the Wilderness: Building Christian Faith and Keeping God's Creation ,
encourages Christians to seek out wilderness and other quiet places to recon-
nect with God, renew and refresh themselves for ministry, and rediscover their
role as caretakers of God’s creation.

“Wilderness landscapes were central to the spiritual journeys of Moses, Je-
sus, and other biblical heroes, and wild lands continue to provide Christians a
venue for peaceful reflection and reconnecting with God,” said the Rev. Bob Ed-
gar, National Council of Churches general secretary.

“In our busy lives today, we need to step back and reconnect with our spiri-
tual roots. Wilderness and other natural places were often where Jesus and his
disciples did just that, and such places increasingly require active protection.”

The new study resource contains information and theological reflections on
wilderness, sermon starters, a bulletin insert for a themed worship service, sug-
gestions for adult and youth study activities, and ideas for personal and congre-
gational action and service.

Editor’'s note: | will have a copy available in the church office
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If you love to read, or
even if one book a
month suits you, then
you will enjoy this group.
The April selection is
Howard’s End
by E.M. Forster.
Discussion will be held
on Sunday, April 29 at
6:30 pm. Our hostess
will be Connie Pettijohn
25652 Via Solas
San Juan Cap 92675

The Hoax

Friday, April 13
at 7:10 pm !
Mann Theater "

Meet for dinner at # # $
TGIFriday’s at 5:30

Dr. Anwyl is usually
available in his office
most afternoons. You

can also contact him by
phoning the office at
495-1310
or by email:
SHANWYL@cox.net




Recycling @ SOTH Collection Sites

can mean Nets in Africa TOMRA Pacific Inc/Ralphs #188
. . 24871 Del Prado
Aluminum/Glass/Plastic Dana Point CA 92629
5¢ for containers less than 24 ounces
10¢ for containers 24 ounces or larger ggg“g?égcﬁﬁglg g;gfﬁ%; tsons #6575
Acceptable containers:
Cgrbonated Soft Drinks Laguna Beach CA 92677
Wine Coolers (but not wine bottles) Earth Wize Recycling/Stater Bros #143
Distilled Spirit Coolers (but not liquor bottles) 26892 La Paz Rd
Beer cans and bottles Laguna Hills CA 92656
Carbonated and Mineral Water TOMRA Pacific Inc/Ralphs #755
Sports Drinks 26901 Aliso Creek Rd
Coffee and Tea Drinks Aliso Viejo CA 92656
Fruit Drinks
Fruit Juices in containers less than 46 oz. NexCycle/Vons #332

24270 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills CA 92653

We will collect bottles and cans at the church. The recycling container is a black trash can size box. If
it is not sitting out on Sunday, you will find it in the closet in fellowship hall--to keep it getting emptied
by mistake! All proceeds will go to Nuthin’ but Nets.

For more information contact Nancy Burch or www.bottlesandcans.com

Vegetable juice in containers 16 oz or less

(Continued from page 1)

the Taliban and worked to establish orphanages and health clinics since 1998. She was elected to the 249-
seat National Assembly, or Wolesi Jirga in September 2005, as a representative of Farah Province. Malalai
won the second highest number of votes in the province.

Although Joya receives numerous death threats and her home has been bombed, she chooses to remain
primarily in Afghanistan. She tirelessly presses her case against the former rulers of her nation, and she's
making inroads. in 2004, she and a delegation of 50 tribal elders persuaded President Karzai to dismiss a
provincial governor who was a former Taliban commander.

The BBC has called Joya "the most famous woman in Afghanistan." She has survived numerous assas-
sination attempts and continues to speak out against the abuses of warlords and drug lords in the Parliament
and cabinet. In an interview with BBC News (January 27, 2006) she says: "They will kill me but they will not
kill my voice, because it will be the voice of all Afghan women. You can cut the flower, but you cannot stop
the coming of spring."

The Washington Post on March 17, 2006 in an article about Joya wrote: "Her truth is that warlords
should not be permitted to hide behind "the mask of democracy to hold on to their chairs" and their pernicious
pursuits at the expense of poor, "barefoot" Afghans who remain voiceless and disillusioned. The warlords are
corrupt "war criminals” who should be tried, and incorrigible "drug dealers" who brought the country to its
knees, she said.”

Physical attack on Joya in the parliament house On May 8, 2006, world media reported news from
within the parliament when she was attacked. AP wrote: "Malalai Joya was physically and verbally attacked
by her colleagues in Afghanistan's parliament yesterday after she said that some of her fellow lawmakers
were warlords and shouldn't be allowed to sit in parliament. "l said there are two kinds of mujahedeen in Af-
ghanistan,” Joya told the Associated Press. "One kind fought for independence, which | respect, but the other
kind destroyed the country and killed 60,000 people." Several members of parliament threatened Joya with
death and hurled empty plastic water bottles at her as the room erupted into a melee. Joya was unhurt as
moderate members of parliament surrounded her for protection."

In one of her speeches in the USA she says: “"Never again will | whisper in the shadows of intimidation. |
am but a symbol of my people's struggle and a servant to their cause. And if | were to be killed for what | be-
lieve in, then let my blood be the beacon for emancipation and my words a revolutionary paradigm for genera-
tions to come.”




Shepherd of the Hills
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E-mail: SHAnwyl@cox.net
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Shepherd of the Hills Staff
Senior Minister Dr. S. Huw Anwyl
Executive Assistant Nancy Burch
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Wendell Pew
Native American Minister
Rev. K.athy Sandoval

Minister of Music Carver Cossey
Pianist Debra Hennings
Keyboardist Jerry Wilhoit

Board Positions

Vice Mod/Personnel John Burch
Secretary Maggie Schmitz
Treasurer Holly Hellberg

Committee Chairs

Jack Hennings

Moderator Liane Lindsey Woodmancy

Christian Education Wendell Pew
Church Growth Victoria Williams
Fellowship/Concerns  Mary Raybourn
Outreach Susan Johnson
Property Jim Lawson
Worship Kathy Sandoval/
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SATURDAY at 4:00 PM -

CROSSROADS SUBMISSIONS: Please submit items by Sunday at noon to the Church Office

E-mail: SOTHLN@sbcglobal.net

Fax: 949/495-1339 www.shepherdofthehillschurch.com




