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March 30 & April 1
Susan’s Fabulous
Purses Boutique

April 1
Palm Sunday

April 8
Easter Sunday and
Congregation Breakfast

April 9
Saving Jesus Seminar

April 15
Dialogue @ Islamic
Center

April 17
Interfaith Dialogue

April 21
DOC Women'’s Spring
Event in Bakersfield

April 24
Administrative Board
Meeting

May 4-6
Women'’s Spirituality
Retreat

June 1
UCC Annual Meeting
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World Council of Churches - News Release28/03/2007

Concrete plans to mobilize churches around the world for peace were ap-
proved by the World Council of Churches (WCC) executive committee in early
March. What is expected to become a major worldwide mobilization of churches
for peace will culminate with an International Ecumenical Peace Convocation to
be held in early May 2011 and an Ecumenical Declaration on Just Peace.

Part of the approved plan is for some 50 ecumenical "living letters" teams to
visit churches facing situations of violence between 2007 and 2011. The "living
letters" teams will be a concrete expression of solidarity as well as an attempt to
share insights and learn from each other. At least three visits will take place in
2007, and some 15 visits a year are envisaged between 2008 and 2010.

The plan includes a series of expert consultations in partnership with re-
search institutes and NGOs, while theological faculties and seminaries will be
invited to get involved in drafting the Declaration. An essential goal is to involve
the action groups and church-based peace organizations which are already at
work and can significantly contribute to the process, given their experience and
commitment. Artists' contributions will also be sought.

"The aim is to reach out to as many interested church groups as possible
and to invite their contributions to the Declaration in the form of texts, prayers,
songs, pictures,” says Geiko Mueller-Fahrenholz, a German theologian who is
coordinating the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation (IEPC) expected
to adopt the Declaration.

Tentative dates for the Convocation are 4-11 May 2011, in a venue still to be
decided. Its motto will be "Glory to God and peace on earth". Some 2000 partici-
pants from churches, organizations and networks will attend, as well as repre-
sentatives from other faiths. The WCC executive committee will decide the
venue of the event in September 2007.

Both the Convocation and the Declaration were asked for by the WCC's 9th
Assembly, held in February 2006 in Brazil. The Convocation will mark the end of
the WCC's Decade to Overcome Violence: Churches Seeking Recon  cilia-
tion and Peace 2001-2010 .

And you visited me

Central to the IEPC mobilizing strategy, the "living letters" proposal takes
stock of recent ecumenical experiences, like the pastoral visits to the US
churches after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and to Lebanese
churches during the Israeli attacks in the summer of 2006, as well as a cam-
paign of church-to-church visits during the 1988-98 Decade of "Churches in
Solidarity with Women".

"Because the churches are faced with various forms of violence such as civil
wars, domestic violence, interreligious strife, or environmental destruction,

(Continued on page 4)




on the death of Jim’'s mother last week.

Alan Dill passed away last Saturday morning at the Country Villa Healthcare
Facility, previously called Beverly Manor, where Alan was the administrator for
more than 10 years.

His memorial service was held Wednesday, March 28 at 1:00 p.m. at the
Irvine United Congregational Church. Memorials may be sent to the South
County Adult Day Services Center, 24300 El Toro Road, Bldg. A, Laguna
Woods, CA 92637. Alan was on the Advisory Board there for many years and
volunteered there also.

Alan had a short time in the hospital, but his congestive heart failure had
been getting worse and causing some difficulty with his walking and breath-
ing. Add kidney failure and anemia from some internal bleeding that could not
be located, and his body just couldn't sustain him any longer. His short time to
passing was a blessing and the way he wanted his earthly life to conclude. He

believed that we live on in the hearts of those who loved us.
Rachel's new address as of last July: 3231 Via Carrizo, Unit B, Laguna

Woods, CA 92637.

is recovering from some serious
health issues. Cards may be sent to him at:
California Healthcare and Rehabilitation Hospital
6700 Sepulveda Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 91411
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Saturday evening after the 4:00 pm service, Song
of the Earth, led by Kathy Sandoval, will be hav-
ing a Potluck Supper . All are welcome to come
and bring something yummy to share.
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At the Sunday morning service, Kathy will lead us
in our traditional entry into the church with palms
in hand...and Chris will be blowing his trum-

pet, Carver will lead the singing.
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It's that time of year again!
We will need cut flowers
from your gardens for our
traditional Easter Cross on
April 8.

The children decorate the
Ccross, so please remove
any thorns from roses or
bougainvillea if possible.
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...that Larry Brotherton
was selected as

"Teacher of the Year" by

the Professional Golf
Association? Larry is a
teaching professional at
San Juan Hills Golf Club
in San Juan Capistrano.
Congratulations to Larry!
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The Christian Century reports that a Baptist church in Sydney, Australia posted
a sign reading ‘Jesus loves Osama’. Prime Minister John Howard was not
pleased and said, “I hope they (the church) will understand that a lot of Austra-
lians, including many Australian Christians will think the prayer priority of the
church on this occasion could have been elsewhere.”. . . no comment.

goving Spiriz

Surround #

Pl o#

% & !

Fran Adamczuk 4/1
Jim Carse 4/1
Kelli Groves 417
Debra Hennings 4/9
Wylder Groves 4/12
Wendell Pew 4/17
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Gene & Pat Price 4/5
Jason & Kelli Groves 4/7
Towny & Dru Price 4/16
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Dr. Anwyl is usually

available in his office
most afternoons. You
can also contact him by

phoning the office at

495-1310
or by email:
SHANWYL@cox.net




# )

y

Thursday was the UN'’s World Water Day and this year’s theme is “Coping with Water Scarcity.” Did you

know that more than half the world lacks safe drinking

water and sanitation?

To put it into perspective, half the hospital beds in Africa are occupied by people suffering from water-
borne illnesses like malaria and a child dies every 15 seconds (less than the time it will take you ride one

floor in an elevator) from these diseases. Each day, the average American uses 80-100 gallons

of water ,

very little of which is for cooking and drinking. At the same time, many African women travel 50 miles round-

trip to hand carry just four gallons back home.

Despite the apparent abundance of clean water in the U.S. and most of the developed world, where we
can indulge in over-watering our flowers and long, hot showers, the majority in the developing world cannot

meet even their most basic water needs.
Our challenge to you: How much water can you save?

There are a few easy things you can do to conserve water (and money) right now. First, be aware of how

much water you actually use in a day. Take a look at the newest video

from ThePeopleSpeak.org that fol-

lows UN Foundation supporter Aaron Fishbone see how much water you use before even stepping out the

door in the morning.

Three easy ways to conserve water, and money!

1. Turn off the sink when brushing your teeth - you can save 4 gallons a minute
2. Shorten your shower time — every 10 minutes uses 20 gallons of water
3. Run your washing machine and your dishwasher only when they are full - you could save 1000 gallons a

month!
From California to Kenya, it is more costly and difficult

than ever to meet basic water needs for cooking,

drinking and farming. Water is a precious resource and conserving it begins with you.

Thanks and good luck!

Your Friends at the UN Foundation

www.UNFoundation.org
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New IRS regulations for 2007 will not allow taxpay-
ers to claim deductions for charitable contributions
unless they are accompanied by receipts or other
financial records. Members and visitors are encour-
aged to use the envelopes provided in the red atten-
dance registers for every cash donation they give.
Shepherd of the Hills will then be able to provide a
statement of contributions at the end of the year.
Previously the church only needed to provide a
statement for gifts of $250 or more.

12
Our One Great Hour of Sharing/Week of Compas-
sion offering this year for the work done through
Church World Service on our behalf totaled $1,100.
We can be confident that our donation will be com-
bined with donations from hundreds of other
churches around the country to provide vital emer-
gency and on-going services to people in need
throughout the world. Thank you, thank you, thank
you for your generosity.

Susan Johnson, Outreach




Friday, March 30th at noon and
Sunday, April 1st at 11am

Reasonably-priced fashion handbags and wallets,
summer hats , summery shawls and
great straw totes for the beach and poolside.

20% of all proceeds (after sales tax) will be donat ed to Laura’s House in San
Juan Capistrano which assists victims of domestic v iolence.

Shop for your summer things and Mother's Day gifts
while contributing to a very
worthy cause.

(Continued from page 1)
intensive encounter with women and men from other contexts with similar problems can be a means to ex-
press support and to help find new approaches," say the IEPC planners.

They also hope that through these visits - three in 2007 and 15 per year from 2008 to 2010 - churches will
be able to engage in the process leading up to the Convocation and contribute to developing the Declara-
tion.What we can affirm together

The Ecumenical Declaration on Just Peace will have no claim to being an "ecumenical consensus state-
ment," says Mueller-Fahrenholz. It will rather be "an act of public withess and an affirmation of enduring hope
in a world torn apart by violence". Without claiming "to speak for everyone," it will attempt "to speak to every-
one who cares to listen".

A "theological and spiritual text," the Declaration will address six main areas of concern: the massive real-
ity of human self-destruction; gender-related and intergenerational violence; the entertainment industry's use
of the fascination of violence; violence against nature; the violence inherent in economic injustice in its global-
ized ramifications and structural expressions; and the age-old scourge of war that continues to plague the
lives of multitudes around the globe.

As an expression of the ecumenical witness to peace, the Declaration "must include acknowledgement of
the fact that, in the course of the centuries, Christian churches have exerted much violence, be it towards
women or 'lower' classes, towards 'heretics' or 'heathen’, or in the justification of wars, racism, slavery, eco-
nomic exploitation and other forms of oppression,” Mueller-Fahrenholz stresses.

An effort will also be made to "engage with representatives of other faiths in the search for ministries of
peace that enable us not only to overcome widespread - and growing - prejudice and mistrust, but also to
struggle against recent trends that turn political conflicts into religious confrontations,” he adds.

Website of the International Ecumenical Peace Convo  cation: http://overcomingviolence.org/iepc




Please join us for a three-way dialogue among

Rabbi Stuart Altshuler
Rev. Craig Brown and
Dr. Muzammil Siddigi, the Imam and
Director of the Islamic Center
I"#$1% & 1" $ &$" Sunday
April 15, 2007
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m

0 *)- -
’ The Islamic Center of Orange County

9752 West 13™ Street

+-- &/0.1- & Garden Grove, California 92642

Plan to stay for a special dinner following the
dialogue.

Questions?
Contact Fay Zeramby at (949) 770-9606 x 10

OPEN FORUM ON ISLAM, FEATURING DR. AMIR HUSSAIN.... .. APRIL 18, 2007 AT THE
CONFERENCE OFFICE, 2401 N. Lake Avenue, Altadena, C A 91001

11:00 - 3:00 P.M. LUNCH INCLUDED.

WE ARE PLEASED TO INVITE CLERGY AND LAY PERSONS IN OUR CONFERENCE TO A FORUM
ON ISLAM WITH DR. AMIR HUSSAIN. DR. HUSSAIN IS ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY AT LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY, WHERE HE TEACHES
COURSES IN WORLD RELIGIONS. HIS OWN PARTICULAR SPECIALTY IS THE STUDY OF
ISLAM, FOCUSSING ON CONTEMPORARY MUSLIM SOCIETIES, SPECIFICALLY THOSE IN
NORTH AMERICA. ALTHOUGH BORN IN PAKISTAN, AMIR IMMIGRATED TO CANADA WITH
HIS FAMILY WHEN HE WAS FOUR. HIS ACADEMIC DEGREES (BSC, MA, PHD) ARE ALL
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO WHERE HE RECEIVED A NUMBER OF AWARDS,
INCLUDING THE UNIVERSITY'S HIGHEST AWARD FOR ALUMNI SERVICE. AMIR'S PHD
DISSERTATION WAS ON MUSLIM COMMUNITIES IN TORONTO.

DR. HUSSAIN IS AUTHOR OF THE BOOK, "OIL AND WATER: TWO FAITHS, ONE GOD."

DR. HUSSAIN HAS FAMILIARITY WITH THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST AND OUR DESIRE
TO BE IN DIALOGUE AND COMMUNITY WITH PERSONS OF OTHER FAITHS. AMIR'S
INSIGHTS INTO THE ISLAMIC FAITH IN NORTH AMERICA WILL HELP US TO BETTER

UNDERSTAND THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY OF FAITH IN WHICH WE LIVE.

PLEASE RSVP WITH THE CONFERENCE EITHER BY EMAIL arroyo@scncucc.org or by
calling 626-798-8082 X10. Lunch will be provided to those who RSVP and a
copy of Dr. Hussain's book "Oil and Water" will be given to each attendee.
This book is being made available by UCC Pilgrim Press.

COME ONE COME ALL!
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SATURDAY at 4:00 PM -

CROSSROADS SUBMISSIONS: Please submit items by Sunday at noon to the Church Office

E-mail: SOTHLN@sbcglobal.net

Fax: 949/495-1339

www.shepherdofthehillschurch.com




